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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HONOLULU ZOO CHILDREN’S DISCOVERY FOREST RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY AND WORK DAY
SET FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 29
Honolulu, HI (4.11.17) ~ Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) and the Honolulu Zoo Children's Discovery Forest are happy to
announce a ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Upland Hawaiian Forest interpretive signage on Saturday, April 29 from
9 am to 11 am. Saturday will also be a work day for those interested in helping to mālama (care for) this exceptional forest
project. Volunteers are needed to pull weeds and plant seedlings while enjoying this special place.
Volunteers and interested community members should plan to meet at the Honolulu Zoo’s Gate #6, located off Monsarrat
Avenue across from the Waikiki Shell parking lot at 8:30 am. The ribbon cutting ceremony will commence at 9 am with
the weed pull to follow.
The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) has supported the creation and maintenance of the Discovery Forest since 2012.
HTA’s Aloha ‘Āina Program recognized HFI’s efforts in perpetuating Hawaiian culture and preserving Hawaii’s natural
resources with project funding again this year. Friends of Hawaii Charities has supported the project the past two years.
The Honolulu Zoo Children's Discovery Forest is a project HFI has forged with community partners that actively
demonstrates and promotes culturally significant Hawaiian plant species, the significance of place, and the kuleana of
mālama ‘āina (responsibility to care for the land) by integrating traditional Hawaiian forest ecosystems, forest stewardship
opportunities, and innovative land-based education for residents and visitors.
Since July 2015, HFI has engaged Hawai‘i residents and visitors interested in volunteering their time while learning about
Hawai‘i’s natural resources on a monthly basis. Under the direction of Project Coordinator Linda Duling, over 1,100
volunteers of all ages have assisted in out-planting 900 seedlings and have helped to maintain the Discovery Forest.
Hawai‘i Forest Institute has worked with community groups including JEO Navy, Air Force, Lions Club, Boy Scouts,
Cub Scouts, and students from McKinley High School, Kaimuki Middle School, Jefferson Elementary, Waikiki
Elementary, Washington Elementary, Lunailio Elementary, Ala Wai Elementary, Punahou High School, University of
Hawaii Mānoa and Pre-K children. Duling and HFI President Dr. Travis Idol also host field trips for students
incorporating natural resource lessons including: native Hawaiian birds, energy and nutrient cycling, kalo, cultural stories
and replanting guidelines, El Nino & global climate change, Polynesian vs. Native Hawaiian plant identification and uses,
and Island Chance paper airplane activities.

HFI is now partnering with faculty and students at the University of Hawaii Mānoa and the State Division of Forestry and
Wildlife to improve the native plant collection and educational signs and other materials in the adjacent Kipuka Nene
Exhibit to better highlight native forest bird habitat and conservation efforts.
###

About Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest:
The Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest serves as outdoor classrooms for visitors to learn about protecting and
perpetuating Hawaii’s forest ecosystems. The Discovery Forest provides residents and visitors a unique learning
experience and opportunities for interaction with a community-based program. It inspires volunteers to participate in the
conservation and sustainable management of Hawaii’s forest ecosystems. The exhibit demonstrates culturally significant
plant and tree species that once grew near traditional shoreline villages of O‘ahu. This replication of coastal ecosystems
provides habitat for Hawaiian plants, birds, and invertebrate. In addition to community volunteers, the project benefits an
estimated 700,000 annual visitors to the Zoo.
About Hawai‘i Forest Institute:
The Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) is a 501c3 nonprofit organization formed by the Hawai‘i Forest Industry
Association (HFIA) in 2003. HFI’s mission is to promote the health and productivity of Hawai‘i’s forests through
forest management, educational programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. In
addition to the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest, other HFIA and HFI projects supported through the
Mahalo ‘Āina: Give Back to the Forest Initiative include the Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest,
Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest, , “Connections Not Forgotten” Dryland Forest Restoration and Education, and ‘Āina
Mauna Christmas Tree Demonstration project.

Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind learn from Travis Idol at the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest. 3-14-2017

Volunteers plant seedlings at the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest. 1-21-2017

