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Endemic

Mamane (Sophora chrysophylla)

Botanical Names: Sophora chrysophylla, Edwardsia chrysophylla, Edwardsia unifoliata,
Sophora grisea, Sophora lanaiensis, Sophora unifoliata
Common Names: Mamane, Mamani
Family: Fabaceae
Potential or Traditional Uses: Lei (Flower or Seed), Wood
Description: Mamane is a large shrub or medium sized‐tree up to 50 feet tall. The branches are
golden brown with ridges running along them. Each leaf consists of 6 to 10 pairs of oval
leaflets. The light green leaflets range in size from 3/8 to 2 inches long and 1/4 to 1 inch wide.
The pea‐like yellow flowers form loose bunches at the bases of leaves or the ends of branches.
Flowering occurs in winter and spring.
Habitat and Geographic Range: Mamane is an endemic species found scattered throughout
dry shrubland and dry to moist forests; it is also occasionally found in wet forests. It is the
most common plant in the subalpine areas of East Maui and Hawai'i Island. It grows at
elevations ranging from 1,400 to over 10,000 feet and is found on all the main Hawaiian
islands except Ni'ihau and Kaho'olawe.

Endangered, Endemic

Uhiuhi (Caesalpinia kavaiensis)

Botanical Names: Caesalpinia kavaiensis, Mezoneuron kavaiense
Common Names: Uhiuhi, Kawa'u, Kea
Family: Fabaceae
Potential or Traditional Uses: Lei (Flower or Seed), Wood
Description: Uhiuhi is a shrub or small tree ranging in height from 12 to over 30 feet. The
thick, rough bark is dark gray and breaks up into rectangular or oblong pieces. The 9 to 10 inch
long leaves are doubly compound; each leaf has 1 to 5 pairs of small branches and each of
these branches has 4 to 8 pairs of leaflets. Each of the oblong leaflets is 3/4 to 2 inches long
and 3/8 to 3/4 of an inch wide. The leaflets are bright green on the top and lighter on the
underside.
The pink to red colored flowers have both male and female parts (perfect flowers). The
reddish stamens stick out past the ends of the flower petals. The flowers form in loose 4 to 7
inch long bunches at the ends of the branches, blooms in the winter.
Habitat and Geographic Range: Uhiuhi is an endangered endemic Hawaiian species. It grows
in dry to moist forests at elevations of 250 to almost 3,000 feet. Formerly it was more
common and could be found on Kaua'i, O'ahu (Wai'anae Mountains), West Maui, and the
North Kona District of the island of Hawai'i. Currently, populations are known to exist on
Kaua'i, O'ahu, Hawai'i Island.

Indigenous

A'ali'i (Dodonaea viscosa)

Botanical Names: Dodonaea viscosa, Dodonaea angustifolia, Dodonaea arborescens,
Dodonaea eriocarpa, Dodonaea x fauriei, Dodonaea sandwicensis, Dodonaea skottsbergii,
Dodonaea spathulata, Dodonaea stenoptera, Ptelea viscosa
Common Names: 'A'ali'i, 'A'ali'i ku makani, 'A'ali'i ku ma kua, Kumakani
Family: Sapindaceae
Potential or Traditional Uses: Landscape, Lei (Flower or Seed), Medicine
Description: 'A'ali'i can be a medium‐sized shrub or small tree up to 25 feet tall, but most
often it is 6 to 12 feet in height. The plant may have one or several main trunks, which have
red‐ dish‐brown to blackish gray bark. There is a lot of variation in leaf size and shape, but the
leaves are generally longer than they are wide and most often pointed. The leaves are usually
1 to 4 inches long and glossy green with reddish midribs or stems. The individual flowers are
small, 1/4 inch in diameter, and occur in branched clusters. The flowers are either male or
female and only the female flowers develop into the decorative capsules. 'A'ali'i is an
extremely variable species throughout its natural range.
Habitat and Geographic Range: 'A'ali'i is indigenous and widespread throughout the tropics.
In Hawai'i, it is found on all the main islands, except Kaho'olawe, in almost every habitat
ranging from sea level to 7,500 feet.

Endemic

Lama (Diospyros sandwicensis)

Botanical Names: Diospyros ferrea, Ebenus sandwicensis, Maba degeneri, Maba kauaiensis,
Maba sandwicensis, Maba toppingii
Common Names: Lama, Elama, Hawaiian Ebony
Family: Ebanaceae
Potential or Traditional Uses: Landscape, Medicine, Wood
Description: Lama is a small, slow‐growing tree generally not more than 35 feet tall and 10
feet wide. The new leaves are bright pink or scarlet becoming pale green at maturity. The
leaves are longer than they are wide and range in length from 1 1/2 to 3 1/2 inches. The
solitary flowers are relatively inconspicuous and develop at the bases of the leaf stems.
Habitat and Geographic Range: Lama is a Hawaiian endemic plant and has been found on all
the main islands except Kaho'olawe and Ni'ihau. It occurs, sometimes as a dominant plant, in
dry to moist forests and occasionally in wet forests. It grows at elevations ranging from almost
sea level to 4,000 feet.

Fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum)

Botanical Names: Pennisetum setaceum, Pennisetum ruppelii Steud.
Common Names: Fountain grass, African fountain grass
Family: Poaceae
Description: Fountain grass is a sparsely branching, tufted perennial grass from about 8 to 39
inches high with feathery (bristly), spike‐like inflorescences. The leaves are up to 1 1/2 inches
long x .12 inches wide, not rigid or ending in sharp points. The inflorescences are cylindrical, 4
to 10 inches long or more, usually purple or rose‐colored, bristles about 3/4 of an inch long.
Habitat/ecology: Fountain grass, native of Africa, is found in dry forests, grasslands, and
coastal dunes on all the Hawaiian Islands. This bunchgrass is a noxious weed, crowding out
other herbs and seedlings. It is a fire‐stimulated grass that carries intense fires throughout its
range. It adapts to harsh conditions and thrives on un‐weathered lava flows, exposed subsoil,
fire‐prone areas, and droughty climatic zones. It forms thick stands that impede growth and
regeneration of native plants, completely eliminating the native vegetation in time. It
promotes fires by accumulation of large quantities of dead biomass and spreads as a result of
fires because it rapidly colonizes burned areas.

Fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis)

Botanical Names: Senecio madagascariensis
Common Names: Fireweed, Madagascar ragwort
Family: Asteraceae
Description: Fireweed is a low‐growing, upright, branched herb that grows to between 4 and
20 inches tall, depending on the environment. The leaves are generally dark green, fleshy and
narrow, up to 2 1/2 inches long, alternately arranged on the stem, and have serrated, entire or
lobed margins. Broader leaves usually clasp around the stem. Small, yellow and daisy‐like,
flowers are arranged in clusters at the end of each branch. It has a variable growth habit and
leaf structure, but the most common form of fireweed is a low, heavily branched, annual or
short‐lived perennial plant.
Habitat/ecology: Fireweed invades pastures, disturbed areas, and road sides and is found on
Kaua'i, O'ahu, and Hawai'i Island. Each flower can produce 150 seeds and each plant can
produce 30,000 seeds per year that spread by wind, hiking boots, vehicles or by animals
when moved from infested to non‐infested areas. It is toxic to livestock when eaten. Fireweed
is a native of Madagascar and South Africa and became established in Hawai‘i in the early
1980s.

Lantana (Lantana camara L.)

Botanical Names: Lantana camara L., Lantana aculeata L., Lantana nivea Vent., Camara vulgaris,
Lantana scabrida Ait., Lantana brittonii Moldenke, Lantana tiliifolia auct. non Cham Common
Names: Lantana, Big sage, Black sage, Wild sage, White sage, Angel lips, Tickberry Family:
Verbenaceae
Description: Lantana is a perennial, erect or prostrate shrub growing to 6 feet or more in
height. Leaves are ovate in shape, oppositely arranged, commonly 6 inches long and 2 ½
inches wide. To the touch, lantana leaves feel like fine sandpaper or a cats tongue. Leaf blades
are serrate and have an aroma when crushed or rubbed. Lantana flowers are clustered at the
tip of stems. Small, multicolored flowers change color over time from white to pink or
lavender, or yellow to orange or red. The flowers are produced year round and are able to self
and cross‐pollinate. Lantana is an extremely prolific seed producer, with approximately 12,000
fruits per plant.
Habitat/ecology: Lantana is found on all islands, principally in dry areas. Lantana seeds are
mainly dispersed by birds, but sometimes by goats, sheep, cattle, and rodents. Its native
habitat is dry thickets and it invades savanna, bushland, forestlands, riparian zones,
agricultural areas, grasslands, and disturbed sites.

Ka Pilina Poina ‘Ole “Connections Not Forgotten” : Ho‘ola Ka Makana’ā at La‘i‘Ōpua Dry Forest Preserve;
Ho‘ola Ka Makana’ā at Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest Preserve and Kalaemanō Cultural Center; and Dryland Intern
Mentorship Program at Pālamanui and La‘i‘Ōpua Dry Forest Preserves.
Funding Support: American Forests Global ReLeaf, Arthur Lawrence Mullaly Fund and Trait Carson Fund of the Hawai’i
Community Foundation, Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Kūkulu Ola Program.
Sources: www.hawaii.edu, www.hear.org, www.dpi.nsw.gov, www.hawaiiinvasivespecies.org,
www.centerforplantconservation.org, www.hear/pier.org
Photos: Keoki Carter and Yvonne‐Yarber Carter.
Mahalo: Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, Kamehameha Schools, Pālamanui Global Holdings

Hawai'i Forest Institute
P.O. Box 66
‘O‘ōkala, HI 96774
808‐933‐9411
hfi@hawaiiforest.org

